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Dear friends of JourneyPartners:

Most of you will know that our ZimJourney2009 is almost here!  Along with a small medical team, I will leave June 2 for Zimbabwe.  The summer’s plans include work at Sanyati Baptist Hospital and Nenyunga Clinic, our fifth Church Leadership Institute – this year with women in leadership in Zimbabwe’s churches, and continued work at the House of Hope, the small orphanage we built in 2007.

But in just the past month, JourneyPartners has learned of an exciting opportunity to expand our work in another area.  I just returned from Louisville, KY, where Edge Outreach provided us training to build and operate water purifiers.  (Visit their website for more information – www.edgeoutreach.com.)  These chlorine generators are small, portable, easy, and cost-effective, particularly in places like Zimbabwe.  The best part is that they require only a handful of table salt and a 12-volt car battery to produce enough clean water for 10,000 people a day!  Each system for Zimbabwe will cost a total of about $3,500 – less than a third of the cost of a borehole.  

Sanyati Baptist Hospital has six rural clinics; each one needs access to clean water.  The hospital itself must now boil its water, because the government fails to provide power or water treatment.  In the midst of a cholera crisis, and with the malaria season about to begin again in a few months, clean water has become the major issue in most parts of Zimbabwe.

One of these water purification systems will be installed at Nenyunga Clinic, the furthest and most remote of Sanyati Baptist Hospital’s six rural clinics.  It’s the perfect solution to provide clean, chlorinated water quickly and easily in a controlled environment, without long-term investment in a borehole that will be used only a short time.   Its benefits will be enjoyed by the clinic’s patients and its staff, and the entire community of Nenyunga.
The only water available to this tiny clinic is river water – and that very river’s changing course will soon overtake the buildings.  We hope this year to begin rebuilding Nenyunga Clinic at a site already donated by the village chief, and already cleared for our arrival.  JourneyPartners was able to drill a new borehole there in January, which now produces more than 2,000 gallons per hour.  The village is even now making bricks for the new clinic, and is eagerly awaiting our arrival with funds to begin construction.
Both of these are big challenge projects, and we need more funds than we have.  We estimate that the entire clinic can be rebuilt for $75,000; this summer’s work requires $25,000.  With an additional $20,000, we could provide clean water for Sanyati Hospital and every one of its small rural clinics.  
So we hope you’ll forgive this eleventh-hour request, but JourneyPartners needs your help.  I’m sending this letter to twenty-five churches and twenty-five individuals – churches and individuals who know the work and ministry of JourneyPartners, or who have in the past indicated a willingness to partner with us.  I’m asking if your church will carefully and prayerfully consider supporting JourneyPartners’ ministry right now, in our efforts to address these two special needs.  If every church receiving this letter sent $1000, we could complete the first phase of Nenyunga’s new clinic – on higher ground where there’s already clean water.  
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I know for some it will be a struggle to send even $1,000.  I also know that for some, if you’re determined, a gift of $5,000, or even $10,000, is possible.  And I know that, together and in partnership, it’s possible for us to help Nenyunga have a clinic that’s safe and dry, and a witness to God’s grace and healing for all people – even the people of Nenyunga.  Together and in partnership, we can – if you will – bring fresh, clean water this summer to people all over Zimbabwe.  Because it is you – congregations and people of faith who have trusted and supported JourneyPartners in the past – who have taught me that we can.  
You can visit our website, www.journeypartners.net, and use the quick and easy on-line payment.  If you prefer to pay by check, they should be received by June 22, in order for us to process the funds and have them available to come with the travelers who are leaving for Zimbabwe on July 2.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate one of our ZimJourney2009 travelers.  Jim Wilson, Director of Appalachian Outreach, is available by phone at 865.471.4743 or by email at jwilson@cn.edu.  And Kristen Collins, our volunteer intern, can be reached in our office – by phone at 919.494.2033, or by email at journeypartners@earthlink.net .  
Thank you for what you will do in the days to come.  Thank you for the gifts of partnership and love you continue to give to JourneyPartners and our friends all around the world.  I will look forward when I return to sharing with you the good work you’ve made possible.  Until then, and in the meantime,

Peace and joy in the journey,
       Bonnie
Bonnie Jean Dixon

Executive Director
BJD:jp

P.S.  A word of celebration:  Last week, JourneyPartners received an amazing gift from a new partner organization, Hand-in-Hand Ministries:  two pallets of Doxycycline, the antibiotic of choice both to treat cholera and prevent malaria!  We will be taking with us as many pills as we can fit into our suitcases.  I don’t know exactly how many boxes are on those pallets (being shipped to us via Old Dominion Truck Lines… free of charge!), but assuming a total of 60 boxes or so (I think there may be more), with 2400 tablets in each box, that’s almost 150,000 tablets.  A local pharmacy put the retail value per tablet at $10.00, bringing the retail value of that contribution to something over $1.5 million!  More importantly, the value to Sanyati Baptist Hospital, its six surrounding rural clinics, all the people it serves, and all the other hospitals and clinics with whom we can share, will mean thousands of lives saved with medication that will treat cholera, malaria, a host of respiratory infections, and so much more.  With your gifts for clean water and a new clinic, and these medications, more than 50,000 lives can be changed.  THANK YOU!
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